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Brief History:

Habitat for Humanity is an interna-
tionally based corporation that works
to fight poverty around the world, and
give families the opportunity to live
in affordable housing. This began in
1976, founded by Millard and Linda
Fuller. Many volunteers, such as your-
self, can donate their time in an effort
to help another person.
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Donations and Costs:
Each Habitat location has different
approximated costs according to the
city. Hank runs his homes at around
$70,000, with volunteers being the
major labour, and many of the materi-
als used, being donated. DOW Chemi-
cal Company is one of the major
supporters of Habitat for Humanity, in
donating the STYROFOAM extruded
polystyrene insulation for all North
American Habitat projects. Other do-
nations are dependent on the company,
and placement of the home, but Habi-
tat typically relies on the generosities
of many companies around the world.
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Family Information:
Habitat for Humanity, located in
Sarnia/Lambton area is supervised by
Hank Joosse. Once a family is cho-
sen, and a lot is located, Hank designs
a home that is appropriate in size

as well as affordable for the family.

In this case the project was a raised
ranch, with two upper floor and two
lower floor bedrooms to accommodate
the family. The family chosen was
Carolyn Fisher (24 years old) with

her daughter Kayla Faubert (6 years
old) and her triplets, John, Lucas and
Curtis Fisher (3 years old).
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Volunteering:
Volunteers can help five days a week,
depending on the supervisor’s avail-
ability. Each day any person can show
up to the site and be put to work.

All volunteers are welcome, and, if
you’ve worked on one part for longer
than 15 minutes, you are then consid-
ered the expert in that area.

Step Six
Exterior Finishing ==
- install flashings  —

How to get involved:

To become a Habitat for Humanity
Volunteer, each project offers a basic
workplace safety training session,
similar to WHIMIS, for construc-

tion sites. The afternoon session runs
through simple instructions for tool
handling, head, eye, and ear protec-
tion, as well as the general need to
be aware of your surroundings at all
times. This busy construction zone can
lead to major accidents, but luckily
Hanks volunteers are well trained, and
he has never experienced this issue.
Step Five

Interior Surfacing
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Saturday Blitz:

Every Saturday is considered a ‘Blitz’.
Many of the volunteers arrive to finish
a major portion of the home, from
insulation, to drywall, siding, painting
and framing. Lunches are provided

by volunteer organizations. This gives
much opportunity for volunteers to
meet others and get truly involved.
This busy morning and afternoon is
considered the best day to be a part

of a wonderful experience, and many
companies have their employees take
part on these days.
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The Family:

Each family is required to donate 500
hours of their time to volunteering
with Habitat for Humanity, as a means
to continue this opportunity for others,
this is called ‘Sweat Equity.” Every
family has a better chance in life with

Further Information:

Please follow these sites to discover
opportunities around the world with
Habitat for Humanity;

International: http://www.habitat.org/

Canada: http://www.habitat.ca/
=

Opportunity:
Being a volunteer of any sort, with
any level of experience can be the best
way to learn, as you begin to under-
stand the development of projects, and
can specify areas of interest, or areas
you would prefer to learn.

As an architecture student, there is
very little opportunity to understand
construction in a hands-on environ-
ment, and through these volunteering
experiences you can begin to develop
your understanding of how things
work. The materials you write about
become real, the concepts you work
on can be achieved and the project
you are a part of becomes a live work-
ing model. This is the best possible
opportunity to learn every aspect of
construction from beginning to end,
S0 become a part of it!




